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ust how long HAS it been since you heard from Alan? To help you catch up, here’s a brief rundown of his cities and predominant activities in each: 

Louisville, Ky. (1963-81) - Learned to eat, speak and walk during childhood. Later on, started driving, battled acne, attended 3 proms. 
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St. Louis, Mo. (81-82) - Washington University in St. Louis. Attended first and only Barry Manilow concert.

Bloomington, Ind. (most of 82-86) - Indiana University, lots of IU basketball games, evenings at Nick’s English Hut and road trips that I can’t write about because I never told mom about them. Attended first of 13 Bruce Springsteen concerts. 

Peoria, Ill. (summer of 84) - Interned for the Peoria Journal Star. Was able to fit all my worldly possessions into a 1979 Honda Civic. 

Phoenix, Ariz. (summer of 85) - Interned for the Phoenix Gazette, covering federal courts. First time in the Western part of the US. Still can’t believe I didn’t go to the Grand Canyon. 

Owensboro, Ky. (87-88) - First job out of college at the Owensboro Messenger Inquirer. Dated first redhead. City is now  known as hometown of John, the country singer from MTV’s The Real World.  

Sarasota/Bradenton, Fla. (87-88) - Worked as a business reporter for the Sarasota Herald Tribune. Lived two blocks from the beach. Did virtually every touristy thing one can do in Florida. Popular place for my friends to come visit.  

Louisville, Ky. (88-91) - Worked for Business First and later Louisville Magazine. Roomed with Sparky. Attended  Derby 1990. Bought first computer - Packard Bell 286 with 1 mg of RAM and 40 meg harddrive. Helped organize 10-year high school reunion. 

Wenatchee, Wash. (91-93) - Worked for  Wenatchee Business Journal. Gorgeous little city. Had an apple/cherry orchard literally in my back yard. One radio station there regularly reported results of the previous night’s bowling leagues.

Seattle, Wash. (Sept. 1993 - present) - As cool as it’s cracked up to be. Got job at Microsoft, where they have free Diet Coke. Bought a Canon Pentium 75 computer, which now has 32 megs of RAM and 2.4 megs of harddrive space. Started saving for retirement. May grow old here.

Researchers locate Alan ‘Albabe’ Chitlik living in Seattle

By Joey Journalist
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After an exhaustive search, researchers have located your close personal friend Alan “Albabe’’ Chitlik, alive and well in Seattle. 

“I didn’t intend to be so out of touch, ” Chitlik said in an exclusive interview with the Albabe Bugle. 

“It’s just that, well, my dog ate my address book. And then, um, I left my letter-writing stationary in my locker.”

Chitlik moved his cat, Claude, and a reported 6,000 pounds worth of stuff to Seattle in September of 1993.  

What are the essentials of Alan’s life? 

He works at Microsoft, answering its national (800) for Small Business customers. There, he answers pre-sales questions like: What software products work best for what tasks? How much various products cost? What are the features of various products? And has he met Bill Gates yet? 

(The answers are: Microsoft products, not too much, everything you want it to do and no except for a brief passing in the lobby during Microsoft’s annual company meeting in 1994.)

“I like what I’m doing, but still have news in my blood and probably will be trying to work to move into Microsoft’s MSNBC news division this year. ” Chitlik said. 

He rents the top half of a house in Seattle’s Beacon Hill neighborhood, just a few miles south of Downtown. On a clear day, has a nice view of the Olympic Peninsula and Mountains. On those rare cloudy days in Seattle, he can still see the entrance ramp to northbound Interstate 5. 

Alan’s apartment is relatively large in order to hold all the crap that he refuses to throw away. The current record for the most people staying at one time is five.

Sharing the apartment is Alan’s cat, Claude “Claudehead” Chitlik. Claude recently celebrated her 6th year with Alan. She is thriving in Seattle, with its normally mild temperatures. (See photo, pg. 3.) 

Chitlik drives a Blue and Grey 1985 CRX with approximately 143,312 miles on it. Admittedly, it’s not exactly a chick magnet on wheels, but it fits into the smallest of parking spaces, still gets 35 miles to the gallon and is paid for.

Visitors in Seattle have included Dolores “Dolly” Chitlik (see photo, page 2); Margaret Bagley; Angie Heimburger; Joe Kiefer; Marilyn Medica and her son Kyle; Kathy Osborn; Marci, Bob & Madeleine Rodriquez; John and Keiko Shannahan; Ellen Strange; George N. “Sparky” Thomas Jr.; Joan Thompson and Charlotte Trainor 

Visitors are typically given a royal treatment and extensive tour of all that Seattle has to offer. Those who stay longer are also sometimes taken to North Bend and Roslyn, Wash., the filming sites for Twin Peaks and Northern Exposure respectively.

Currently joining Chitlik as Seattle residents are Atherton High School grads Laura Sinai (class of ‘79) and Scott Render (class of ‘82.) Laura is married with two kids and hosts the best Kentucky Derby Party in the Pacific Northwest each year. Scott is a bike-riding fiend and also works at Microsoft. 

In addition, more people are planning moves to “The Emerald City. ”  
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Charlotte Trainor—most prominently known as the popcorn girl from Louisville’s Village Theatre in the summer of 1983 -- is moving to Seattle from Las Vegas. 

And George N. “Sparky” Thomas Jr. is claiming he will leave Chicago for Seattle in the Spring after he finishes editing his current film, “Something Between Us.” Sparky and Albabe will not be living together, however, as Sparky dissed Chitlik’s housekeeping skills and his cat in a recent e’mail.

Though he knows it’s trendy, Chitlik has also jumped aboard the cigar-smoking bandwagon. 

Incidentally, Cuban cigars are not illegal in Canada, so it’s easy for him to get them now with just a quick trip up to Vancouver. “My favorite cigar ever was actually smuggled out of Cuba for me by a charming friend of mine that I’ll call ‘Angie H.’ so that she doesn’t get a visit from federal customs authorities late some night. I smoked it after the Mariner’s beat the Yankees in the 1995 playoffs.”

Stand-up or Sit Down?

By Caesar Romero

In 1994, propelled by the inspiration of a friend who had the courage to learn to skate and play ice hockey team at the advanced age of 30, Alan decided to indulge a long-dormant fantasy - stand-up comedy. 

He took two classes at experimental-type colleges in Seattle. In both cases, the final class was an open-mike night where everybody in the class did a 5-minute routine. 

Since then, he’s performed at about a dozen open mike nights in Seattle (and one in Louisville) and hosted three separate evenings. 

On stage, he adopts a persona of a sarcastic, overweight guy who complains of being undersexed. 

“Of course, this ‘character’ is quite a dramatic stretch for me,” Chitlik said. “But I relish the challenge of talking from the perspective of someone whose life and outlook are so very different from my own.”

Some of his most popular “bits” are: Amway salespeople, buying condoms to impress attractive store clerks, how women and men treat their best friends differently during the wedding process, the similarities in his impressions of Dr. Ruth and Yoda and Dolly’s wait for him to produce grandchildren. 

He’s had great attendance at most of his shows in Seattle, primarily from co-workers. At Thanksgiving time 1995, he got to perform with his mom, Aunt Grace, godmother Shirley Bederman and a good number of lifetime friends in attendance, which was really special.

Things have stagnated some of late, however. All of Chitlik’s co-workers are hounding him to do some more shows, but they only want new material. Hearing his “greatest hits” bits just doesn’t cut it for them.  

“The most striking thing that I’ve learned is how very thin the line is between serious success and serious bombing, ” Chitlik reflected pompously. 

“If you establish a rapport with the audience in the first joke or two, they’ll give you the benefit of the doubt for the rest of your act and you’ll be sailing smoothly. If they don’t quite like you at the beginning, it’s very hard to get them back.”

Chitlik’s other observation is that the more audience members have paid to get in, the more they are determined to laugh and enjoy the show, even if the comedian is not particularly funny. “If they’ve paid $8, they WANT to be entertained and they won’t let your lack of good material or delivery get in their way.” 

Chitlik has made a compilation video of several of his performances. If you visit Seattle or just nag him, he’ll get you a copy. 

Don Kirshner would be proud 

Living in Seattle has also put Chitlik in a position to see almost all the concert tours he can handle. 

In 1996, he saw a couple dozen shows, ÿ@cluding Springsteen shows in Portland, Seattle, Louisville and Indianapolis. 

Other highlights of the ‘96 concert year included Sting, Chris Isaak, Suzanne Vega, Jimmy Buffett and Elvis Costello. 

One of the nicest venues here is “The Gorge” in Eastern Washington. It was once a functioning Winery that hosted a few small shows to get people to take tours. But it’s now a full-time concert Amphitheatre, right outside the town of “George, Washington.”

Get Sporty 

Except for his freshman year in college in St. Louis, Seattle is the only city he’s lived in that has major league sports and he’s been trying to take advantage of it.

Chitlik pulled together a group of people at work to buy season tickets to the Mariner’s. Last year, the group had a pair of seats for every game. This year, there are 29 people who are buying 4 seats to every game. 

“We’re down the first base line near the visitor’s bullpen in row 20. The seats are pretty good and we’re positioned to have decent priority when they open a new ballpark here in 1999,” he said. “I am prepared to predict that the World Series will be in Seattle within the next three years.” 

In late March, the group members selected what games they want to go to. “I picked a Dodger game with my first pick, since I miss the National League,” he said.

In addition, Chitlik and a co-worker split a pair of Seahawk tickets. “For many years, the Seahawks had been the most popular team in Seattle. They never advertised or marketed seats because they had a waiting list of 30,000+ people wanting to buy tickets. But because the team has been pretty bad recently and everybody hates the owner (who tried to move the team to L.A.), we were able to get 19th row seats in the end zone.” 

The Sonics are the priciest ticket in town with courtside seats costing $120. Chitlik is only seeing a few games – the Pacers, Bulls, Knicks and Lakers—mostly from the cheap seats.  

“Even with all the stars and talent, I still don’t think a pro basketball game can match the excitement of a good IU or U of L game.”  

Where have you gone Joe DiMaggio?

For the past two years, Alan has played on a coed softball team made up mostly of co-workers from Microsoft. 

“Traditionally, I’ve tried to play catcher to hide my defensive inadequacies and, most importantly, to put me in best position to flirt with the women on the opposing teams as they batted.” 

Sadly, his team’s first baseman moved to Florida this year, so he’ll likely have to move out to the field this summer. 

At the plate, however, he’s been a dynamo, hitting over .400. “Sure, they’re mainly singles. But hey, Pete Rose hit mostly singles too and look where it got him.” 
Very Classy

Chitlik has been taking a variety of classes for fun. 

Cooking has been one interest - he’s taken classes in summer seafood pastas and another in low-fat stir frying. Of course, he’s never made a single dish after the class, but takes a lot of comfort in the fact that he COULD at any time. On deck this year are pizza-making and barbecuing classes.

Also, through the University of Washington extension college, he’s taken classes in Presidential Elections and Salvador Dali (no relation to his mother, Dolly.) “Unlike much of my college career, I actually attend most of these classes,” he boasts.  

On the Road  

Chitlik has made the pilgrimage back home to Louisville/Bloomington each of the past three Thanksgivings and has been able to see a lot of his friends during those trips.  “I don’t know when I might go back next. The idea of a Derby visit is appealing.” 

As for future travel plans, Chitlik is seriously contemplating a trip to Europe (a trip that is sometimes referred to as “Albabe & Sparky’s Excellent Adventure. “) On that travel agenda might be England, Italy and Greece. “I definitely want to see Stonehenge as it is a mysterious place and is my favorite Spinal Tap song.”

Then in 1998, Chitlik is committed to going to Hawaii at Thanksgiving for sunshine, atmosphere and Bob Knight’s Hoosiers playing in the Aloha Classic there. “I think it would be a hoot for a bunch of IU alumni to go over at the same time, so if you went to IU, be prepared for me to start bugging you about that in a year or so.”

What a tangled web 

Ever on the cutting edge of geekdom, Chitlik has had a web page for a little more than a year.  It started mainly as a place to compile links to a lot of sites about music, movies, concerts, news, Seattle, sports etc. and add to it a generous smattering of self-indulgent photos of himself and the ever-popular cat, Claude. 

Recently, he’s beefed it up substantially, adding page about his brushes with famous people, the Albabe Trivia contest, links to Louisville sites, Frequently Asked Questions and a list of all the songs on the famous Al’s Party Classics tapes. 

The address is pretty easy to remember—http://www.albabe.com. His e’mail is albabe@msn.com or alanch@microsoft.com.
  




Anticipation builds for return of  4th of July Party

By Martha Stewart

SEATTLE (AP)  -As many astute social observers are aware, Albabe hosted a grand affair known as “Al’s Fourth of July Party,” almost every year from 1985 to 1992. 

The tradition went into hibernation for several years, but is BACK in 1997. 

That’s right!! Mark Saturday July 5th, 1997 on your calendars now. 

Time to cash in those frequently flier certificates now.

That’s right!! You can fly in on the three-day weekend and enjoy all the grand traditions of Al-burgers, Liberty Dogs and those crazy door prizes.

Yes, even the debut of Al’s Party Classics, Vol. 9. (No, that’s not a sentence, but when an award-winning writer such as myself knows the rule that she’s breaking, I’m pretty sure she’s allowed to break it and just call it cutting-edge literature.)

The party’s official website is http://www.albabe.com/party.htm.

“The only thing more impressive than the party itself is the hype that Alan generates for it, ” says Entertainment Tonight.

Alan Chitlik

3424 14th Ave S.

Seattle WA 98144-6604

(206) 325-8843
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Five of the greatest Presidents in history: Chitlik (Atherton High School Student Council 1980-81), Washington (US 1789-1797), Jefferson (US 1801-1809), Roosevelt (US 1901-1909) and Lincoln (US 1861-1865).
If undeliverable, please forward!! ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Gotten Hitched*


 (Or, I probably still owe you a present….)





Bill Albrecht and Margaret Madison 7/7/90


Jack Barry and Diane Pieczykolan 


Ron Bath


Sally Beckman & Bruce Kestin 9/4/88


David Bingham & Elee Nichols 10/14/89


Amy Birkhimer & Steve Mulroy 4/27/91


Susan Booker


Alice Burton & Yens Hilmer


Bob Caylor & Tanya Isch


Michael & Carey Cavaliere


Lucinda Clarine & Sean Peterson


Kerry Connor & Steve Riggs 4/23/89


Mike Davis & Bonita Moore


Steve DeBrota


Debbie Dubin


Miriam Dushay


Judd Devlin & Julie Lynch 4/20/91


Howie Evans & Barbie Davidson


Dave Fisher & Liz Grauerholtz


Amy Flowers & Todd Green


Glen Francisco and Sarah Flittner 5/12/90


Bob Garrison & Sandy Causey 5/9/87


Margie Gati & Mark Greenfeld 8/9/86


Michelle Glaser & Eric Jones 8/2/87


Phillip "Gordo" Gordon


Becki Harris


Gayle Houze & Dan Watson 8/22/92


Terri & Dean Johnson


Kathleen Kerr & Chris Hussar 6/2/90


Jeff & Kathleen Knoop 5/19/91


Sandy Kremer & Tom Hennessey 6/28/85


Tobe "Sponge" Liebert


Dani Livinghouse & Mark Devero


Shelly McPhail 8/10/91


Marilyn Medica & George Johnson


Anne Miller 


Bob Morrison & Debbie Shoup - summer'96


Susie Oberlander & John Dodge 8/20/90


Kitty O'Donnell & Mike McKune


Dave & Cari Parkhill 


Constance Parrish & Richard 2/29/92


Karin Peterson & David St. John 8/31/90


Terri Petramala


Lisa Petrilli & David Jones


Troy Plumer & Sarah Murray


Rich Remsberg & Lisa Nilsson Summer 96


Brad & Carolyn Risinger


Tony Rose


Mike & Carla Rosenzweig 11/11


John & Keiko Shannahan


Angie Shanneff 7/13/91


Laura Sinensky


Shelly Simons 12/22/90


Mark Skertic & Alison Schmidt


Annie Sparrow & Brad Marquardt 8/97


Jeff Spero & Gigi - sometime in 1997


Marci Strange & Bob Rodriquez


Genie Sullivan & Matt Graf


Maria Thomas (Sparky's charming sister)


Joan Thompson & Corey Nelson 12/21/96


Rebecca Towles


Michael & Stephanie Towner 7/19/86


Sarah Beth Warren


George White


Beth Wicker - summer 1995


Gary Zacharian and Mellissa Gordon 11/24/90


Mariam Zena 4/29/97











.
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Breeders*





Joe & Sheila Adams


Bill & Margaret Albrecht


David & Elee Bingham (well, soon)


Tracy & Brian Coats


Kerry Connor & Steve Riggs 


Mike Davis & Bonita Moore


Liz & Dave Fisher 


Sarah & Glen Francisco 


Phillip "Gordo" Gordon


Genie & Matt Graf 


Sandy & Tom Hennessey


Kathleen Kerr & Chris Hussar 


Ken & Sherry Marshall


Kitty & Mike McKune


Marilyn Medica & George Johnson


Carol & Tom Meek 


Karin Peterson & David St. John


Anne Miller Raymond


Brad & Carolyn Risinger


Vicki & John Robertson


Marci & Bob Rodriquez 


Michael & Stephanie Towner 


George White





*DISCLAIMER: Some or a lot of this information could be wrong. Use only as directed. Batteries not included. Your mileage may very. Slightly higher in California. Not recommend for lactose intolerant individuals. Tax, license and destination charges are extra. Before beginning any strenuous exercise program, please consult your physician. Lather, rinse, repeat. Vehicle ID numbers posted at dealership. If the picture is unstable, please adjust the tracking on your VCR. Does not promote tooth decay. For best results in preventing thermal viscosity breakdown, change your motor oil every 3,000 miles. Please arrive at the airport 60 minutes before departure. Betting on the AFC in the Super Bowl can be dangerous to your financial health. Caution: filling is hot. Use only as directed. Having more married friends than friends having babies can cause columns of uneven lengths, requiring babbling “filler.”  Phenylktonurics: contains phenylalanine. Do not try this at home.  Past results are not a guarantee of future success. Professional driver on closed track.























Are you the wrong person?





I am sending this out to many people I've lost contact with over the years. 





I found addresses from a lot of sources, including the Internet and several CD-ROMs with all the White Pages in the US on them. 


Some copies will undoubtedly be sent to people who have never met me (or tragically don't remember who I am). If that's you, I apologize. 





If you want to make sure you don't get future mailings from me, drop me an e'mail at  � HYPERLINK mailto:albabe@msn.com ��albabe@msn.com� or call me at (800) 484-4370. (The code you'll need to access that number is 8499.)








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���
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